
EVERY DAY global warming increases 
about 0.0001ºC - caused by 115 million
tonnes of daily CO2 emissions, 42 Gt/y.
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UNFCCC Climate Treaty
State of Article 2 the Objective, Article 3 Party action

ARTICLE 2. Objective: “stabilize greenhouse gas atmospheric concentrations 
at a level that would prevent dangerous human interference with the climate 
system... limit global warming to well below 2ºC preferably 1.5ºC”. 1 2

STATE OF ARTICLE 2. There is no progress only regress, 
dangerous atmospheric destabilization and thus global 
warming are accelerating. 8 9 

For 2ºC limit CO2 emission tonnes to 3 4 5For 1.5ºC limit CO2 emission tonnes to 3 4 5

On actions 1.5ºC is emitted in 3 years 6 7 On actions 2ºC is emitted in 17 years 6 7
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The global greenhouse gas emission “clocks” (top above) are moving at a blistering rate, 
1,300 tonnes per second, 5 million tonnes per hour, 42 billion tonnes CO2 per year increasing 
1.1%. 4 They are counting down the remaining tonnes in IPCC’s 83% (best) likelihood CO2 
budgets to limit global warming to 1.5ºC and 2ºC. 3 On global policies and actions dangerous 
1.5ºC will be emitted in just 3 years, disastrous 2ºC in only 17 years. 6 7 

The global warming “clock” (above) shows the best estimate of emitted global warming 
now on IPCC’s 83% likelihood CO2 budget. As a result of 115 million tonnes of daily CO2 
emissions, global warming is increasing about one ten-thousandth of a degree every day; in 
10 days 0.001ºC, in 100 days 0.01ºC, in 1,000 days 0.1ºC, and in about 30 years on current 
policies and actions a catastrophic 1ºC more global warming will be emitted, 2.4ºC. 8 9 10



 
 
The graph above shows Article 2 “greenhouse gas atmospheric concentrations” 8 which should 
be stabilized to realize the objective, “prevent dangerous interference”. The opposite is 
happening. 
 
It is most often reported that that climate “actions are not enough… we must do more…  
progress is insufficient”. This is not correct. The graph shows that there is no “progress”, there is 
“regress”: In 50 years, atmospheric greenhouse gas concentrations are destabilized at an ever-
accelerating rate, from an annual increase of +0.9 CO2 ppm (10 year average 1972) to +2.5 (10 
year average 2022), 2.5 times more. 8 
 
It follows that the rate of global warming has also increased: compared to fifty years ago it now 
takes about half the time to increase one tenth of a degree. Nothing effective is being done to 
stop further “dangerous interference with the climate system”. 9 
 
In 1970 global warming was a harmless 0.2ºC, and on current policies and actions, IPCC’s 83% 
(best) likelihood CO2 budget for 1.5ºC will be emitted in only 3 years, disastrous 2ºC in just 17 
years: this means that in one 81 year lifetime, global warming will have increased 10 times. 5 6 7 9  

 

ARTICLE 3. “Parties should protect the climate system... in accordance with 
their common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities... 
developed country Parties should take the lead”. 1 2 

 

STATE OF ARTICLE 3, The Parties who lead are 12% of humanity 
causing 50% of climate change, they are not reducing emissions by 
responsibility and capability, not protecting the climate system, less 
developed nations follow risking social-economic collapse. 4 11 12 13 

 

 
 



The Article 3 graph above shows UN development groups’ per capita education, natural resource 
consumption plus CO2 emissions (a consequence of energy use) which together produce the 
desired living standards (home, car, etc.). 4 11 12 13 14 
 
UN Ultra High developed nations (red, UNDP Human Development Index value above 900, 
basically UNFCCC’s Annex II Parties) are the most educated, healthiest, wealthiest and set the 
standards for all countries 11 

 
Ultra High are just 12% of humanity with an extraordinary 64% of global wealth 
causing 50% of climate change emissions and 37% of nature destroying consumption 4 11 12 13 14 
. In the 50 years of science warnings, they have increased consumption and are not reducing 
emissions meaningfully. 4 14 
 
To realize desired Ultra High living standards ($300,400 per person wealth, 17 years of 
education, 81 years of life expectancy), the basic commitment of all less developed nations, 88% 
of humanity, is that they will raise their consumption and emissions to the extremely high, 
completely unsustainable standards set by Ultra High (1,210 tonnes consumption and 920 tonnes 
emissions). 4 11 12 13 14 15   In this  
  

Ultra High are leading relentlessly accelerating greenhouse gas emissions and natural 
resource consumption trends toward massive global shortages of all the essentials for life 
– food, water, energy, medicines, shelter – risking hundreds of millions dead, billions 
displaced from lands rendered uninhabitable, social-economic collapse, no one safe 
anywhere. 16 17 
  

To protect the climate system, nations’ responsibilities, capabilities and development must 
be known by Parties and the public now. 
 
Found nowhere else comprehensibly, here are the required ARTICLE 3 Parties’ UN data: 
 

 
 

                                   (All 195 Parties’ data are at https://onlyoneearth.science/tables/) 

  
The above Article 3 table provides accurate, up-to-date per capita data to enable citizens and 
governments to evaluate all 195 Parties’ development, responsibilities, capabilities, for climate 
system protection to limit global warming to 2ºC / 1.5ºC: 
  
• column #1: Parties’ development level (education, health and wealth capabilities) up-to-date 
from the human development authority UNDP) 11, 
• column #2: Parties’ historic responsibility for present global warming (IPCC source) 4, 
• column #3: Parties’ current responsibility for further global warming (IPCC source) 4, 
• column #4: Parties’ recent actions to protect the climate system (IPCC source) 4, 
• column #5: Parties’ pledges (NDCs) expressed in percentage change per year from 2024 to 
2030 (Climate Resource) 18 



• columns #6 and #7 are CO2 emission actions that Parties “should” take now in percentage per 
year to limit global warming to 2ºC / 1.5ºC by current (column #3) not historic responsibility 
(83% likelihood, IPCC AR6 WG1). 19 “Xt / cap” means a Party’s current emissions are so great 
that to be on-limit for 1.5ºC, by current responsibility they “should” remove from the atmosphere 
X tonnes CO2 per capita in 2024. 17 
• column #8-11 are key capabilities, expected education, life expectancy, annual income and 
wealth (human development, living standards). 11 13 

There should be “climate weeks” and other major activities in Ultra High developed 
nations - who must lead - to provide accurate, comparable, up-to-date information on 
responsibility and capability, and on the actual current emission and consumption 
reductions required to avert future socio-economic collapse. 

 
HERE - https://onlyoneearth.science/tables/ - are all 195 nations’ Article 3 data and actions, for 
explanations, references and more see https://onlyoneearth.science. 
  

 
 
Finally, today in 2024 humanity’s suicidal war on nature is escalating out of control: 
Copernicus confirms a year of dangerous 1.5ºC global warming 20, natural resource consumption 
now exceeds 150% of the UN sustainable limit. 21 22 
 
No one willfully wants to cause this wholesale annihilation of nature, what is the big picture 
explanation for why humanity is destroying the life support system upon which their survival, 
prosperity, well-being, happiness, everything depends? The answer is NOWISM. 23 
 

 
 
A half-century ago in 1972 the first UN Environmental Conference was held, almost 
immediately followed by an “Oil Crisis”, and many more “crises” demanding immediate action. 
Then to now, led by the highest developed, all Governments at every development level have 
found that, to be and stay elected, the unbeatable election promise is NOWISM: 
 

“We will maintain and increase your living standards now, with more cheap energy 
(more climate change), more cheap materials (more nature destruction) now”: 
Everything for the present, nothing spent on the future. 23 

 
Is NOWISM really what the people want? An insecure future, desperate struggle for survival, 
descent to oblivion, hand-to-hand bloody battles over the last scraps of remaining food and 
resources?   



 
Democracy is “the people rule”, governments are “servants of the people”, 
accurately inform the People: 

  

 
 
To stop environmental trends to utter catastrophe, accurately inform the People to enable them to 
demand required responsible actions from Governments now. Maybe they will do it, maybe they 
won’t – but fifty years of evidence shows that if the People remain uninformed Governments 
will not act: 
 

 
 
Michael Wadleigh & Birgit van Munster 
OnlyOneEarthScience@gmail.com +44 7538 416407 
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