
“Save succeeding generations” requires accurately informing the People 
 

 
 
• The paramount existential objective of the UN is “save succeeding generations”, in 1945 
“from the scourge of war”, now added “suicidal war on nature by climate change and 
overconsumption”, UN Secretary General Guterres. 1 2 This requires preservation of humanity’s 
life support system (nature including climate). 
 
• “The will of the People is the source of the authority of Government and thereby of the 
United Nations”; 3 “to express their will the People must be accurately informed”. 4  
 
• “Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression, to impart information, with duties, 
responsibilities and restrictions for the protection of public security and health” 5 (which 
includes imparting information to the People to preserve the life support system, nature). 
 
• The cause of nature degradation including 90% of biodiversity loss and freshwater stress is 
human consumption of finite natural resources; 6 the cause of climate change is human 
emission of greenhouse gases.7 
 
Table of a few key nations’ emissions and consumption (data from the authoritative sources):  
 

 
Data Sources: Global Carbon Budget (2023), UNDP, International Resource Panel Material Flows database (2023). 

 

Column #2 / #5 show the cause of today’s climate change / nature degradation, #3 / #6 show 
the cause of future climate change / nature degradation, #4 / #7 show action trends. 
  
• The internationally agreed 1992 UN Climate and Biodiversity Treaty objectives are “limit 
global warming to well below 2ºC preferably 1.5ºC” 8 and “humans live in harmony with 
nature by 2050” 9 with national actions to limit emissions and consumption by 
“responsibilities… capabilities… developed countries lead”.10 11 
 

 
Data Sources: NASA (2024), UNDP, International Resource Panel Material Flows database (2023). 

 



• On current emission and consumption trends from 1970 extended to 2050 - one average 
person’s lifetime - global warming will increase 12 times from a harmless 0.2°C to 2.4°C, and 
nature degradation will increase 8 times from a safe 40% of the UN sustainable consumption 
limit to 300% of the limit”. 12 13 14 15 These are rapidly accelerating trends toward massive 
global shortages of all the essentials for life - food, water, energy, medicines, shelter - risking 
hundreds of millions dead, billions displaced from lands rendered uninhabitable, social-
economic collapse. 16 As to why this is happening: 
 

 
Data Sources: UNDP Human Development Index (2024), Global Carbon Budget (2023), UNDP, International Resource Panel Material Flows database (2023), Credit Suisse Global Wealth Databook (2023). 

 
• “UN highest developed countries (red) – the 30 most educated, healthy and wealthy - are just 
13% of humanity with 65% of global wealth ($300 trillion) which they have gained by causing 
51% of climate changing emissions (for energy) and 37% of nature destroying consumption 
(for materials)”. 17 18 19 20 21 Most extraordinarily, as a group they have increased, not reduced, 
their ruinous emissions and consumption for three decades. Today in 2025 developed countries 
“consume as if there are 4 planet Earths and emit as if they want 4ºC global warming”, all 
nations follow, risking collapse. 
 

22 
 
• National information is NOT reported by IPCC, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change and IPBES, the Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem services 
(the science authorities on climate change and nature degradation). They are Government 
panels to which all UN entities and science and media organizations refer and defer. The result 
is that the People are not accurately informed, cannot express their will, cannot demand that 
developed country Governments lead responsible, capable action – and as a result the life 
support system is not preserved. 
 
Table of key nations responsibilities, capabilities, development, and national actions to be within 
science limits (data from the authoritative sources):  
 

 
Data Sources: UNDP Human Development Index (2024), Global Carbon Budget (2023), UNDP, International Resource Panel Material Flows database (2023), Credit Suisse Global Wealth Databook (2023). 

 
Download table of all 195 nations here.  
 
None of the information in the table is publicly reported to the People by any part of the UN 
or by international and national science and other organizations in “developed countries” (red) 
who should “lead”. 

https://onlyoneearth.science/tables/


 

 
 
The UNFCCC Executive Secretary does not say, “Citizens, buy electric cars and insulate more, 
fly and eat meat less”. He says, “Demand responsible actions now by your representatives”, 23 
which for the EU are: 24 25 
 

 
 
Europeans, all the People, are NOT informed of nations’ “responsibilities and capabilities” and 
cannot demand required actions by “developed countries lead”, keeping humanity on trends 
risking hundreds of millions dead. 
 

 
 

 

• “To express their will the People must be accurately informed”. 
 

• “Protection of public security and health requires imparting accurate 
information to the People to preserve the life support system, nature”. 
 

• “Preservation information” is NOT imparted by the UN Government 
panels IPCC and IPBES > all UN entities follow > and then science and 
media organizations > the People are NOT informed of national 
“responsibilities and capabilities”, cannot demand “developed countries 
lead”, cannot “save succeeding generations”. 
 

• “If concealing information from the People continues, the UN leads 
accelerating trends risking social-economic collapse, billions displaced, 
hundreds of millions dead”. UN (Secretariat) must change now. 
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GOOD NEWS, hopeful, optimistic accurate information: 
 

• WE CAN DO IT. For a half century developed countries have had the education, health, 
wealth, science and technology to painlessly reduce emissions and consumption. 
 

• HAPPINESS, Humans are 300,000-year-old social animals and after basic material needs are 
met, happiness is humans, activities and nature not products, the great destroyer of nature 
including climate. 
 

• ROB THE RICH. Apply the agreed principle of responsibility capability, developed lead 
within every country: there is an inequality crisis, therefore “responsibly take from the capable 
rich their emissions, consumption and tax money”. 
 
QUOTES from the eminent: 
 

“Science has decided that it’s better to be inside the Government tent pissing out, not outside 
pissing in”, 26 European Academy Science Advisors Committee Vice President 
 

“No one bites the hand that finances, we play the tunes which financiers pay us to pipe (socio 
economic collapse)”, Human Rights Watch executive 
 

“I wouldn’t be surprised if developed countries’ responsibilities were even much greater”, 
IPCC Chair. 
 

“The capable are not responsible and try to make those who aren’t capable responsible”, UN 
Chief Scientist. 
 

“Climate change and nature destruction will finish off all of us, we must end the conspiracy of 
silence on responsibility”, eminent African leader. 
  

“Governments, financiers, audiences want popular information not responsible, so that’s what 
we give them”, science editor. 
 
POPULAR BUT FALSE SOLUTIONS. 
 

• “Protecting land and water areas will achieve harmony with nature” is false. Natural resource 
consumption is the cause of nature destruction including 90% of biodiversity loss and 
freshwater stress. 6 Historic and current data show that “protecting areas does not lead to 
reduced natural resource consumption”. 27 
 

• “Developed countries can’t reduce greenhouse gas emissions sufficiently but can finance less 
developed nations to reduce theirs” is false. Less developed (blue-green) have so little energy 
per capita that they will add, not substitute energy. They will thus at best stabilize, not reduce 
their emissions. Moreover, the agreed $300 billion finance by 2035 (1/1,000th of highest 
developed wealth) is widely acknowledged as completely inadequate. 
 
DEVELOPED COUNTRIES additional important data. 
 

• Developed countries lead degradation of nature causing “the deaths of millions of humans 
every year from fossil fuel air pollutants alone kill 3 million each year, more than all military 
wars combined,”. 28 
 

• In notable contrast to developed countries, UN Low developed (green) are 16% of humanity 
with a nearly nothing 0.5% wealth causing a minuscule 1% of emissions and 3% of 
consumption. UN Medium (blue) plus Low developed are 44% humanity with 5% wealth 
causing 6% of emissions and 13% of consumption. 17 18 19 20 21 
 

• Developed countries lead ever increasing natural resource consumption, causing 90% of 
biodiversity loss, resulting in a staggering 73% decline in observed vertebrate wildlife 
populations since 1970”. 29  
 



• Developed countries per capita use of “the worst source of energy”, coal, is so great that it 
equals all energy use from all sources of Low and Medium developed nations, 44% of 
humanity (blue-green).30 

 
Data Sources: UNDP Human Development Index (2024), World Population Prospects (2024), International Energy Agency, World Energy Balances (2023) 
Energy from coal alone by Highest Developed equals all energy from all sources by Medium  
and Low Developed 
 

 

 
Data Sources: UNDP Human Development Index (2024), World Population Prospects (2024), International Energy Agency, World Inequality Lab (2023) 
Per capita emissions of 10% Poorest in Highest Developed equal 10% Richest in Low 
Developed: “Global rich” can’t be acted on, act on “National rich” starting in Highest Developed  

 
 

 
 US Democrats and Republicans alike have NOT preserved life support and 
 US has Lowest life expectancy / health, Highest emissions of the Developed. 
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